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This undated picture is of Harmon and Sally Skinner on thelr front porch. Photo courtesy of Willlam Upchurch.
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The Skinners Come to

Cleveland County, O.T.

Contributed By Mae D, Cox
Numerous Skinner families
migrated from Arkansas to
Oklahoma Territory in the
18905, These families dotied
the countrysides of southern
Cleveland County and were
one of the larger clans to settle
this area. Today still, there are
Skinner families ranching and
farming where their ancestors
first homesteaded.

The Skinners are related to
my Upchurches in that W, O,
Skinner married Mary
Katherine Upchurch. These
close-knit families resided in
areas such as Box, Buckhead,
Trousdale, Rose Hill, and Mt.
Zion where they were also in-
volved in establishing a church
and school,

| ran across this story and
found it so delightful that [
wanted to share it with others.

‘The story below was written by
Georgia Dykes Skinner, wife
of Thomas Harmon Skinner,
Her memories of the olden
days were put on paper in the
1960s, shortly before her death,
A special thanks to the
Skinner's newsletter editor,
Jovce Rhines, for sharing the
story.

Story Told by
Georgia
The W.0. Skinner family
(Bill and Mary Katherine
Upchurch) first came to Okla-
homa 3 June 1892. All the chil-
dren, Neaty Ann, Thomas
Harmon, William Andrew, and
John Wesley were born in
Conway County, Arkansas,
They came to southeast Cleve-
land County where they home-
See Skinners, page 6



Skinners
from page |
steaded and built their home.
They came in two covered
wagons, one pulled by two
teams of oxen, the other by a
team of horses.

Harmon was 13 vears old at
the time they moved. He at-
tended school in a one teacher
school and church house. It
was made of hewed logs. One
of his teachers was a Mr. Jack-
son, another was Robert
Upchurch. McGufty Readers
and Blue Back Spellers were
used.

Once a year all the families
came together for a summer
camp meeting. It lasted for a
week, sometimes two weeks.
Families brought their own
food, live poultry, home cured
meats and vegetables and the
food was cooked over open
camp fires. Beds were made of
ticks stuffed with either hay or
corn shucks and placed on the
ground,

Services were held, one in
the morning, one in the after-
noon, and one was held in the
evening. The minister was the
presiding elder, Dave Harmon
Upchurch, a northern Method-
ist. (He voted Republican.)
Dave was an uncle of Thomas
on, a brother of Harmon's
mother. i

The meeting place was
called Mt. Zion. The meeting
was held in an arbor with log
uprights, a split clapboard roof,
and pews were made or native
lumber sawed at a near-by saw
mill.

Dave's mother helped him
prepare the sermon as his edu-
cation was limited. Converts
were baptized by sprinkling.

While living in Arkansas the
family went to town twice a
year to trade animal skins
(o'possum, mink, and bear)
and brought back green coffee
in burlap bags.

Housewives toasted the cof-
fee as needed in cast iron skil-

lets over the fireplace, and then
made coffee,

Flour came in barrels, sugar
in hundred pound sacks. Salt
had to be purchased. Mothers
made hominy and they also
dried fruit. They raised or-

chards and corn. They grew
cotton and carded it, then made

walls three or four feet high
around the graves. A higher
slab of rock told who was bur-

- The clapboard roof of the
dug well at Mt. Zion was split
Wwith a fro and maul by W. O,

r

#:: Skinner.

' AJeff (T.J.) Skinner came to

socks. Harmon saw his first Oklahoma several years after

store bought socks in Okla-
homa.

|Back in Arkansas] Hogs ran
loose in the woods, and were
rounded up and driven to
Morrilton on foot, As they
neared town, rocks were heated
in & big bon fire and dropped
in barrels of water in which the
hogs were scalded.

When dressed, the meat
would then be taken into town
and sold from house to house,
A sow and four pigs sold for
$4.00 for the pig and the sow
was thrown in. Butchered meat
sold for .03 or .04 cents per
pound.

The cemeteries had rock

Bill Skinner. He settled on land
leased from Alec Peltier
(Pelky). Later he homesteaded
80 acres west of the leased
land.

Johnse Skinner and Jim
Robin-son had been drinking
and got into a fight with a man
name Poke Carr (Big Maw).
He fell on Jim Robinson. Jim
couldn’t get up so he reached
up and bit Carr’s nose off. Get-
ting a part of a fishing line,
Johnse got a doctor to come by
and sew Carr’s nose back on.
Visiting in Arkansas later, Leta
and Harmon talked with Carr’s
nephew. He said that Carr got






