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Oklahoma Territory? Indian Territory?
Aren’t They The Same?

By e I3 Cox

Ovier the years ['ve de-
lighsed im the knowledge that
my grandmother was bom s
Imdian Terntory in [E92,
theough she actually gres up
in Clevelamd County. O
while telling ladies ai the
Cleweland Counly Genea-
begical Society all aboul
ber being born in Indian
Terribory, one of the Ladies
piped up with,

"ot if ehe war borw s
Cleveland Caumty, ™

That stopped me dead in my
irncks. She wenton w explain
that pecple borm in CleYeland
County during that ers wers
agiually bira in Cklehomae
Tewwircary, mat frution Territony
Wit & muimate! Back up the
frain! Wasn't mwmi&:n
CikEaksnma called Indiamn Ter-
ritory way back then?

I've livee im Oklaboma
st all oy lifie and e be-
lieved our siate wais Lo
Terrideary until it hecame the
Stase of Oklahoma Through
the vears, ['ve heard mention
of CHlmhema Territore and
Fridicen Terntory, but thought
they wene s¥nomymous.

That was the beginaiag of
my learning ir dain T Aeces-
anily so!

Returning home siill
puzzled, | turned o the
Intermer and learned there
WEre Two aneas within the
confines af what we now call
laboma: fndiom Termiory
and (ko Territery, Ty

img to clarify just whene my Mhey were borm in Chlatonm
gramdmather was born andvelerrinore Or vice versa, Feh
get o plotune of how Okla-ef i | was relieved ta find that »

sl Tourkl paodles of informa-
tiom, If you"d like wo read on
the subject, st do & seanch
fior Uit ahowea derrifories, and
yau'll getl a passel of sies o
wasil.

Originaily, Oklaboma—
withourt the: paihandle, which
was known as No Man's
Lavtrad—was called Indiar
Territary By 1589, a1 was di-
Jiced into fwe serritores as
shown on the map, Thene
also seems b0 be some con-
fusson aboul jast where these
lerritories were located,
Some folks might think their
ancestors were bam in .i'.%;
clican Tewritary when in facg

hosma was divided ar the tmesrsmy Orandmother was indeed

, of her hirth, | kept searching

born in fadian Terrifory.

Something shoul that is just
plammorms o me | SeeneE sl'ufl'
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;'-m- :".H.I'I 1 A AEpLIL ml.-iill
Wayne, Oklahoma—just,
soth of the Canadian H'I"-'Erh
which is a dividing lirs 1'nr.|rI
the Inclinn mand O nhome ter-
FUlT 5

She did, however, grow
up in Gklafrm Turr'lrm'ﬁ
Her family moved northe
neross the river into souths
east Cleveland County when'
shié was just a baby, around
1893,

The anthor retnins a



