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Anthor Note: Anyone
having information about
any of the Upelnirches or
ather familics who moved
from Arkansas to Cleve-
tand County, Oklahoma, is
invited io write or call me
{dDE-321-1617 ar
upchureh i coxok.com).
Family legends and stories
pussed down through the
years are of great interest
to me and are the meat
from which my stories are
wrilten. Alko any phofos
heving indo wilh the olden
days . aveund, Box,
Bockhend, amd Corbett
would be a delightful ad-
dition o my stories and my
baak.

The fllowing is the sec-
o in a seres of amicles
depicting the mipration of
several families who mi-
grated to Arkansns before
following the trail to Cleve-
land County, Okluhoma.
Thiz excerpl 13 from my
book, Devepports and
Upckurches: The Roads
Canverge,
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Oklahoma: The Wild and Wooly West

By Mae ). Cox

It's now about (891 and
after living in Conway
County, Arkansas for nearly
thirty years, the wanderizst
hits the next generation. Just
which family seis out first for
Ok babeormia 5L Certain; Tow-
cver, my great-grandfather,
Charles Wesley, was ope of
ihe first Upchurches. Charles
and his brother David
Upchurch were kess than ten
s old when their fﬁl!ll.'il:'f
migrated to Arkansas back in
1860, Now, married with
families of their own, they
were homestenders. 107s alsoe
not chear just how, when, or
wherne they heard about Eand
in Oklahogma, but the broth-
ers were supposedly tived of
the rocky, hilly, srob-laden
Arkansas Ozark lands, and
decided vo e ‘e ap, omd
Mave e ol

Selling the farms, Charles
and David loaded what pos-
sessions they owned inlo sev-

cral wagons, along with their
wives and children. Charles
and Juling had sight children,
while David's was a family
of nine. The tcams were
hitched upand they set off for
the wild and wooly west, as
they calles it back then. Chir-
bey. Dravid, and their sons, on
horsehack, drove the catile,
Oeccasionally a calf was bom
ubomg the wary, nnd these were
caricd in the wagons for sev-
eral days before janing the
reat of the lerd. The men took
turns sleepang near the cattle
and horses at night sccording
tir one descendants’ report of
the trip. She said they feared
Indians would come along
and steal their animals. After
all, Oklaboma was the land
of the red men, and they were
heacex) for Indian Termtory,

There were ne roads, just
dirt trails. Fregquent thunder.
showers meant frequent stops
fong the way where they
subsided. Occasionally, it

was severn] days hefore the
muddy roads drisd enough so
wagons wiomkin't bog down,
With no bridges at the
streams and creeks, they
forded by driving right
through the water. Wagons,
caitle, and all! The only big
river io cross hod a ferry, ac-
cording o the previously
mentioned report of the rip.
I"'m guessing that would have
heen the Arkansas or Hlinoeds
River.

They slept in tents or oc-
casionally in old, abandoned
cithing where thev eould
spread ount. The men shot
sguarrels and game along the
way, providing meals. Cook-
ing was cone on campfires of
sticks and logs

Indian Territory, Okla-
hoima

After six weeks of tavel,
they arrived sast of Wayne,
Indian Territory — just across
the river from Cleveland
Couanty, which incidentally



wis in Oklahoma Territory:
I's nod real certain just why
they sebected this particula
area’ however, thal 1% where
they landed. It's also not
knowin who owmned the land
where they farmed and sctup
housekeeping. 11°s possable it
was stafe land as this was
shorly after the Lard B of
1589,

The whole area as far as
the eye could see was noth-
ing bur desolate hilly land
covered with blackjacks and
serub oaks: a wilderness o
thickets and dense brush.
Oy rich sl can provide
such leshness, No improve-
ments had been made w0 the
lnnds, nor were thers housss
o cabans thereon. Even if the

Lpchurches had money, there
wiere o howses to purchase
They sedtled their brood ineo
a ronghly made dugout; ei-
ther one they found or one
they dug themselves. Dug-
ocuts were cave-like holes
Fashioned mio the side of o
hill then covered with wood
spht with a frer ard maul,
Bizals were cooked cutside
on open fines,

What o tough life that
must have been o prepane
food with no kitchen, no
stove, and no comveniencas
Hilke we have mow. What on
earth dad they do during the
winter, of when it rained for
a day or twol It had o be

rongh for sure.

Into Souiheast Cleve-
Tamd Cioarmty

Within a year or so, the
Upchurches crossed the
river, moving into a dugouat
somewhere: in the Bockhead
anea, Fertile Fehis lay befone
ihem, albeit covered in trees
and brush. It would take
months of toil to chear the
land so they could plant
crops. Eventually land was
puarchissed amed a haame built,
but that's a whole other
story 111 save for another
fimie

Oiher Families Make
the: Trip to Oklahoms

Word of open land and
better farming drified back
tor the relatives and friemds

in Arkansas. It wazn't bong
be=fiore: these folks decided to
lzave thedr Ozark farms and
follow the Upchurches into
Oklahoma. Some of the
Skinners and Millsaps relo-
cated io Cleveland County.
From whai our old-timers
have iold me, these families
were & fight-knif bunch,
Charles® sister, Sarah,
married Samuel Houston
Skinner. Another sister,
Mary Kathenne Upchurch
married William “Bill®
Oliver Skinner. The
Millzaps wene also felated
as Uharles’ danghter Nancy
married Hill Millsap. The
latter oo families became
part of the Box-Buckhead-
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Corbett area. Then mane
Skinners made the trip here
fromm Arkancas, ag did mone
Millsaps. Then came the
Lowders. The Perrines,
Fulina's family, were alsoliv-
ing in Arkansas, and they
folbowed to Oklahoma.

It wasn't long before a
whole flock of Upchurches,

Skinners, Lowders, and
Millsaps were scattersd
thronghout sontheasiern
Cleveland County, where
mamy stll hve loday.

Piomeers and Founding
Families

It's meat to discover an
ancestor who was achuenlly

one of the first famibies o
Cleveland County. You just
have to wonder how on earth
they did it How they sur-
vived the long ardooes tnps
by wagon train. How they
perseversd throwgh
Oklahoma's cold harsh win-
ters and bt dry sumamers,
How they pulled throngh the
gamut of accidents, snake-
bites, and daseases. How they

raised enough crops to feed
their huge families. How
they persisted, working year
after year — mOoMming, noon,
and night, Twenty-four!
Seven.

They were tree piomeers.

T b coontined.

The aathor retains all
rights to, and copyright of
this article.



