Ylexington Obserfer

Fevinglon—Tte 830 Cily—The Frionalliosd In Tho HSA July 14,2005

s . =Ty

So now we know how the West was won! So said 92-vear-old-cousin. Bessie Upchurch
Starbuck, as she looked ot Eunice McSwain Upchurch in this plwio. She just may have a
poind! This deligheful undated picture shows Eunice and hushand Patrick Bogan Upchunch.
Adier Patrick died, Eunice mowed o Cleveland County and Bved with daughter Mary
Katherine Upchurch Skinner until her death in 1897. She is buried in Me. Zion Cemetery.

Anthor’s Mote; The Tollewing is the fiest in a serfes of artiches depicting the mi-
grathon of several families from North Caroling inte, eventually, Cleveland County,
Oklaboma. This excerpt is from my book, Davenporss and Upehurches: The Romds

Convergs.,
Westward Ho!
By Mae I Cox

Several fomilies in the name 2 few, didn’t alwavs  folks in Morth Caroling about
Lexingion area have pio-  live in Oklahoma, Their an-  the gold fields in California
neer roots of which they  costors and relatives sctually  where a person can become
can be guite proud. The hail from back casi. rich overmight?! Go west.
Upchurches, Skinners, I11°s the ntj.d-]-!"dﬂi and  voung mon. go west! There
Millsaps. and Lowders, 1o there is talk fltering back 1o Sons: Wenrmer, b



Westward Ho!

from page 2

is fame amd formane 10 be
found. Not only is there
gold, but there is also land.
Lots of land. Free land.
Ofi Wagon Wans, |t seems
vwo of the Upchurch broth-
ers were resthess and thought
this venture sounded just
right to them, too.
Patrick Bogan Upchurch
and his brother William
Allen sold their land and

bopnd for the Callfornia
gold felds.

Most likely they didn't
leave North Carolina until
May as they had to wait for
prairie grass along the way
o grow tall enough o pro-
vide fiood fior thedr livestock,
They loaded tools and

cquipment they would need
abong the way and for when
they arrived at their new place
of residence. A family of four
nesded at beast 300 pounds of
fond to make a thowssnd-mile
Journey. Plas they woubd need
acouple months” rations when
It would be several months be-
fore crops could be planted
and provide food. In the case
of my Upchurches, they were
a family with nine children. so
meost likely had two or three
WREOS 10 CAIry everyiung.
Wagons were s0 heavily
loaded with supplics that fam-
ily members who were able,
hend o walke. Teams of biorwes
o mules pulled the loads. Sev-
eral wagons pidned in the mis-
sion forming a wagon train,
traveling from sunrise o just
before dusk. Beans, bacon,
and bread cooked over camp-
fires, was their mainstyy. Oc-
casionally if they were lucky,

they feasted on fresh buffalo
or other wild game. Mights
were spenl with the wagons
cirched tghtly so the caitle
and ather livestock wouldn't
wander away,

Wagon trains averaged in
ithe neighborhood of eigh-
teen miles & day, and 1l was
abowt 9 miles from their
Temnmesses home o Conmway
County, Arkansas. With
those statistice, it would
have taken abowl two
months, allowing for times
they couldn't travel due o
weather or other problems.
Whai a horridly bong tap, es-
pecially with mine children
ranging from infant to
twenty-ish. They were roe
piomeers, and one can almos
picture their jolmey from
having watched movies af
ihe old wagon rans moving
westwand.

They most lkely reached
Arkansas in early July and.
aceording to that old family
bagendd, They por as fier s Ar-
kamzas where thelr wagon

birenke dovwm 50 there they re-
mained, Whatever the case
may be or for whatever rea-
son, they did end wup in
Cooway County. Free land
was just waiting to be
clarmed; =0 they claimed it
Tents prowided shelier, while
mieals wene cooked oatdoor:.
Thankfully it was summer-
time, 0 they could work
from sunup to sundown.
Cabins started going up all
over the countryside, Then
barns and cutbuildings. They
cheared the fields and quickly
planted what few crops
would make before fall and
winker sei in. Over e ensu
ng years, their fanms took
shape from dense boush and
thicksis te rolling mesdows
of crops and canle,

W't mad sure just b
raany different familics made
ihe: irek froin Morih Carolin,
but we do know b land
patents reflect there wers Up-
churches, Skinners, Lowithers,
Millzaps, Perrines, amd many
others within a few miles of
aib: aviber, 11 makes sense
ihat friends would have ravel-
e with the brodbers and their
families. The small children
grew imto sdultz amd began
rnarrying. Maturally they Found
spouses  amongst ic own
friciuds amad neightors, Skinners
married Upchurches. Upchureh-
es mearricd Millsaps,  Millzaps
mearried Skinmers. And my great-
granddfather, Charles Upchurch
marricd a Perrine. Children were
born and families grew,

For nearly thimy years they
enjoved living inihe Ozarks, b
then camee the day it was time 1o
e o,

T b continued,



