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I’m adding family identifiers with this issue. Most of us know who is related to whom, but for the benefit of
more distant relatives and those not in close contact with family members, this will help with identification.

Since our last newsletter, I’ve had the opportunity to review an array of other family newsletters and found
they mainly contained current family information. With that in mind, I sent questionnaire e-mails to
cousins, asking, first, should we continue the family newsletters, and if so, how often. Second, would

they send updates about their family. The response was quick with an overwhelming yes to the first question —
most preferred two issues a year. So at this time I’ll strive to publish in March and September. Several also sent
information on their families.

William Upchur ch was hospitalized back in July and
is now in a nursing-care facility. If you'd like to send
William a note or card, address it to him at Wadley
Care Center, 801 6th Street, Purcell, Oklahoma 73080.
He is a great-grandson of Charles Wesley Upchurch,
grandson of William A. Upchurch, and son of Little
John Upchurch.

Bessie (Upchurch) Starbuck, our delightful family
nonagenarian at 93 years of age, called in May with
news that one of the Upchurches had died. I’m not
familiar with this person, but will pass on the
information for those of you who may know her: Dora
(Upchurch) Grizzle, daughter of Thomas Rutherford
and M. Louella Stubblefield Upchurch. Rutherford
(Uncle Ruliford) was a brother to our Grandmother
Mary May Upchurch Davenport. The following is
from the June 14, 2006 Norman Transcript,

Dora Grizzle, formerly of Norman, died May
10 in Fresno, California. She was preceded in
death by her sons Kenneth and Doyle, her
husband Alvie, and daughter Norma Bickel.
Survivors include a daughter, Leta Wilfer of
Fresno, and a son, Leon of Linda, California.

GEORGE WILLIAM DAVENPORT 1863–1955
MERIDIAN ALEXANDER 1867–1896

ARTHUR MONROE DAVENPORT 1886–1946

CHARLES WESLEY UPCHURCH 1853–1915
JULINA PERRINE  1850–1912

MARY MAY UPCHURCH 1892–1975

Halloween Party
Darrell and Eunice hope to have their
annual family get-together again this
year on Saturday, October 28th. More

details will be forthcoming as the date draws near.

2007 Davenport-Upchurch Family Reunion
There were so few who attended the last reunion, that
we’re not sure if you want to have more of them.
Should we just have Darrell and Eunice’s Halloween
get-together in lieu of more formal reunions? I would
greatly appreciate your thoughts on this.

If we do go ahead, we’ll shoot for Memorial Day
weekend, Saturday, May 26th. I’ll try to find another
location, one with air conditioning or heat, as the need
may be. I do need your feedback first though.
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The Davenport Family Fund relies solely on donations
from family members to pay expenses for reunions, plus
the printing and mailing of family newsletters.

After the wonderful 2002 Reunion donations of $380, less
the reunion expenses, and both 2002 newsletters, we had
a remaining balance of $101.67. I posted an accounting of
all that at the 2004 reunion, so I’ll begin there.

Donations  Expenses Balance
December 31, 2002 $101.67
Newsletter February 2004

Kinkos 41.22 60.45
Postage 28.80 31.65
Envelopes 9x12 15.47 16.18
Donation 10.00 26.18

April Reunion-reminders
Printing Kinkos 19.22 6.96
Postage 12.00 -5.04

Family Reunion May 2004
Andrews Park Pavilion 80.00 -85.04
Paper goods - WalMart 37.40 -122.44
Plastic forks, salt, etc, 21.15 -143.59
Albertsons - chicken 27.00 -170.59
Donations 194.00 23.41

Newsletter December 2004
Action Printing 16.20 7.21
Postage 26.40 -19.19
Donations 20.00 0.81

Newsletter January 2006
Action Printing 19.87 -19.06
Postage 16.38 -35.44
Donations 25.00 -10.44

Loyce (Davenport) Laur ence is finally moved and
settled in Texas. She moved when son Ron and his
wife, Deana, left Arkansas to take up residence just
outside Dallas. She is enjoying their new home and
the address is 5456 Ewing Lane; Royse City, Texas
75189. Loyce is the youngest daughter of Arthur and
May Davenport.

Loyce's son, Ron Laurence is working long days and
even weekends trying to keep up with the air
conditioning needs, especially with the horrendous
heat we’ve had this year. Deana works at the Dallas
Social Security office. Ron has six children,

1) Katrina lives in Dallas and works for KB Homes;
2) Melissa, Minnesota, is manager of the Mastery
Department for a company making CDs; 3) Sherry,
Virginia, is a painting contractor; 4) Robert of Dallas
plays on an ice hockey team and also works for
Tif fanys; 5) Richard too lives in Dallas where he is a
computer specialist at a national sporting equipment
company; and 6) Stacy is in Austin where she works
for a company that manages and sells HUD homes.

Floyd Davenport reports he is staying busy and
doesn’t even have time to think about retiring. He
and wife, Marian, are thoroughly enjoying their
grandbabies and volunteer babysitting duties to have
more time with them.

Floyd and Marian’s youngest son, Andy, moved his
family earlier this year to Peachtree City, Georgia.
[Doesn’t that sound like a delicious place to live?]
Anyway, Andy is director of the Fayette County,
Georgia, Young Life group. He and Amy have two
children Anna Gray, 2, and Asher 11 months.

Floyd’s computer developed a glitch so that’s all the
info this time — he promises a complete update for
next issue. We look forward to that, Floyd!

Floyd is youngest son of Charlie W. and Opal Sullivan
Davenport; grandson of Arthur and May Davenport.

The Skinner Reunion was held in June at Macomb.
I’ve attended the last two of these and found some
mighty nice folks. We’re related to the Skinner clan
in that Charles Upchurch’s sister, Mary Katherine,
married William Oliver Skinner back in Conway
County, Arkansas on November 20, 1873.

Some of you may remember that Arthur and May
Davenport's family lived near many of the Skinners
in southern Cleveland County in the Box and
Buckhead areas. I know dad (Carl Oliver Davenport)
talked about he and brother Charlie W. Davenport
being good friends with Glennis Skinner. Dad’s
middle name came from William Oliver Skinner.

I’ve been visiting with two of their clan members
trying to learn more about the Skinner family. Faye
Skinner Willoughby, of Moore, is most delightful and
has given me several photos and stories about the
family. Joyce Davis Rhines of Dallas, shipped a box
full of old newsletters and a genealogy notebook for
me to peruse. Thanks, Faye and Joyce!

Their next reunion is scheduled for June 23, 2007 in
Macomb, Oklahoma. Anyone who wishes to attend
is most welcomed! Just holler and I’ll give you details.
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Newspaper clipping courtesy of Ann Ferrell.

Ethel (Davenport) and Floyd Champeau’s
70th  anniversary was May 22. They married
in 1936 at Norman, and the next evening their
union was celebrated with a shivaree at the
Champeau farm. I’d not heard this term before,
so turned to my trusty dictionary. Seems it’s a
noisy mock serenade for newlyweds … So
there, now we know! Ethel is the oldest
daughter of Arthur and May Davenport.

Thelma (Davenport) and Kenneth Griffin
are looking good these days. Annie and I
visited last week in Ardmore and had a chance
to catch up on these two. They, like most of
us, are tired of these 100° days. While we gals
visited, Kenneth serenaded us with his
harmonica.

Thelma, 79, is the next-to-youngest of
Arthur and May Davenport’s eight children.
She planted another garden this year and is
still getting okra and tomatoes. She says
though, this is her last garden and that she
won’t plant one next year. She sent home some
very welcomed okra with me, plus one of her
fabulous banana nut cakes! Thanks for the
goodies, Thelma.

Two of their sons live nearby and have
breakfast each workday morning with them.
Now that’s really neat. Thelma and Kenneth
have four children:

Claudia (Griffin) McMahan  is enjoying her
Colorado cabin during these +100° Oklahoma days. I
wonder just where that cabin is... there’s a bunch of
us hot-and-tired Okies who just might make a rush
up her way. She and husband, Howard, have one
daughter, Kelli, in Colorado Springs working as a P.A.

Oldest son, James Griffin , of Ardmore, is with an
abstract company, while his wife, Natalie is an
elementary-school teacher. Their daughter, Meredith
is studying to be a physical therapist at O.U.’s medical
school in Oklahoma City. Son Jacob is in his third
year at Northeastern University in Tahlequah.

Second son, Carl Grif fin, also lives in Ardmore
and works alongside his brother as an abstracter.

Youngest son, Sherman Griffin, and wife Karen
make their home in Norman with their three daughters.
Sherman and Karen celebrated their 22nd wedding

anniversary in June. Karen e-mailed information about
their family — thanks for your help, Karen!

Erica, 19, Sherman and Karen’s oldest daughter,
is a sophomore at the University of Oklahoma,
majoring in Meteorology. She is listed on the Deans
and Presidents Lists, and is a member of Alpha
Gamma Delta, Gamma Beta Phi, Norman Chamber
of Commerce Weather Committee, National Society
of Collegiate Scholars, and National Severe Storms
Lab; plus she was one of the twenty-one finalists for
Outstanding Freshmen for O.U.

Cerissa, 17, is a senior at Norman High this year
where she is president of Rotary and MuAlpha Theta,
and secretary of Norman High’s Symphonic
Orchestra. She plans to attend OU next year. Krissy,
at fourteen is their youngest, and a freshman at
Norman High School. All three play violin, Erica with
The Lifesong band at First Baptist Church.
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Darrell and Eunice Davenport have had quite an
eventful 2006. In late January, Eunice was diagnosed
with cancer following abdominal surgery. It was
caught in the early stages, and when she bounced back
from the surgery, she began chemotherapy. Despite
the sickness that goes with those treatments, including
losing her hair, she kept on plugging the entire time.
An early-August test indicated no signs of the cancer.

Before all that occurred, Darrell and Eunice had
signed a contract for a home in Norman. All the while
Eunice was undergoing her treatments, she was also
packing! They moved from the country-home to the
city-home in late April. It’ s a big rambling home on
three tree-covered acres. Beautiful place. New address
is 6 Wildwood Court, Norman, Oklahoma 73071.
Their e-mail also changed to ddavenport@cox.net.

Their farm place out off Highway 9 is now up for
sale. Many will remember that this land and on south

of it, down to and including the corner of the section,
were once Davenport-Howery-Barto land. The old
Barto house was the scene of our Halloween family
reunion in 1998.

The history of that land is quite interesting, albeit,
confusing. First though, let me say Darrell is the son
of Roy Jackson and Bessie Barto Davenport; grandson
of Arthur and May Davenport.

It seems Darrell’s grandmother, Docia Teel’s first
husband, Tom Howery, homesteaded the 160 acre
corner-section around the Land Run of 1889 era. Tom
was accidentally shot while hunting in Kansas, and
died shortly after returning home. Docia then married
Alf Barto, and they were Bessie’s (Darrell’s mother)
parents. Bessie grew up in the house on that land.
Darrell and Eunice bought the acreage in the 1990s,
and after the deaths of Darrell’s folks in 2003, they
sold off all but the acreage where their house stood.
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Bethany Davenport, daughter of Charlie Davenport
III. Every so often I snap a photo that becomes one
of my favorites. That was what occurred with this

beautiful little girl. She had picked up a flower
while the family gathered at the cemetery. Her

graceful sideview was captured when I
photographed her parents standing behind
her. This particular shot, in color, has been a
long-standing one I’ve featured on my Web

site.  Photo by Mae D. Cox, April 2003

Loyce keeps in touch with many in the family, and I asked is she would also help gather newsletter information
as she visited with various folks. I’ve dubbed her our Landline Reporter! Below are her contributions to
this issue. Thanks for your help, Loyce.

The latter part of June, Darrell and Eunice were
feted with a luau to commemorate their 50th
anniversary. Their three children were hosts, and
all us guests wore Hawaiian attire! One cousin,
whom shall remain anonymous, even came in
a grass skirt and coconut top!

Since the article gives details, I won’t
expound on what a wonderful party it was.
There are photos posted at www.coxok.com.

July brought a big scare to their family as
youngest daughter, Phyllis, collapsed and at
first was thought to have suffered a stroke.
After a lengthy hospital stay, lots of steroids,

and many tests, she left the hospital. A test in
August revealed that whatever was causing the

swelling in her frontal lobe was no longer there!
Doctors have determined it wasn’t a stroke, and
haven’t a clue what it was, according to Phyllis.

She goes on to say, “What we, family, and
friends do know is why it’s no longer there —
because of the power of prayer. Amen.”

Because Phyllis experienced two seizures
during this time, she’s not allowed to live alone
yet. She is staying with Darrell and Eunice for
the time being. Take care, Phyllis, and we hope
you bounce back quickly!

Deanna (Reid) Studen reports all is well at her
house. She and husband Don are having a grand
time going to car shows. Don builds classics and is
currently working on a '41 Willis.

They live in Pueblo, Colorado, and her two
brothers, Robert John and Phillip, live there as well.
They are children of Melbra and Edna Davenport
Reid; grandchildren of Arthur and May Davenport.

Deanna says she and Phillip have been putting up
all kinds of vegetables: tomatoes, chilies, corn and
green beans! They buy at the various tract farms
and then do the canning themselves.
Mmmm sounds like a delicious
winter coming up!

Phillip Reid and his two girls
are doing just great. Cassandra
and Valerie are now in junior
high and were delighted to start
the fall term.

Robert John Reid retired
earlier this year and is enjoying
his photography. That’s a
wonderful hobby, Robert!
I love it too!

Charlie Jr. Davenport is back up and running now.
Last November he suffered a mild heart attack and
had a couple stents placed in blocked arteries. Glad
to hear you’re doing good, cuz … just take care of
yourself.

Charlie is the son of Charlie W. and Opal Sullivan
Davenport; grandson of Arthur and May Davenport.

Charlie and wife Suanne have three grown children:

1) Charlie III who recently moved back to Tulsa
with his wife and three children, Dallas, Cody

(Charlie IV), and Bethany. He works at the Tandy
Leather store.

2) Colton and his family, including twin
girls, live in Wichita.

3) Danielle is in Skiatook.
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Tristan Joseph Hargrove,
7 months old. The apple
of his grandfather’s eye!

her e-mail. She and husband Dean Waters (see photo

on next page) have lived in Columbus, Ohio since May
1992, when Dean retired from the Navy. He currently
works for Honda of America, building cars and motor-
cycles. Suzanne works for Uncle Sam at the Defense
Finance and Accounting Service in Columbus.

They both hope to retire in a couple of years and
then travel around the country. “We will finally be
able to come to the reunions!” says Suzanne.

Suzanne’s son, David Langenberg, and his family
live in Houston. David is dispatcher for a Harris
County fire department, and has fire and police
training to his credit. His dream is to become an arson
investigator. Angela is beginning her career teaching
high school science. They are expecting another child

Becky (Huddleston) Marchino, e-mailed her family
info. She and husband Joe Marchino have had a busy
year. In April, after 30 years of active duty in the U.S.
Air Force, Joe was honored with a retirement cere-
mony; retiring as a colonel. They plan, in November,
to attend his 30th reunion in Colorado Springs at the
Air Force Academy.

After his retirement, they pulled up stakes in
Maryland and moved to San Antonio, Texas —Tex-
Mex country — and are considering building a new
home there. Their address for the time being though
is 18302 Edwards Oaks, San Antonio, Texas  78259.

Becky says, “Church is an important part of our
lives and we found a place to plug right in and be
spiritually fed.” San Antonio is the headquarters for
Bible Study Fellowship International where Becky has
been active eight-and-a-half years. It’s a faith-based
organization that runs mostly on volunteer power, and
she and Joe now give one day each week.

She goes on to say she loves the abundance of

Suzanne’s son David
James Langenberg and his
wife Angela. This darling

little guy is their son
and Suzanne’s

grandson, David
Corbin, age
two.

Photos
courtesy of

Suzanne
Waters.

Ann (Davenport-Huddleston) Ferrell seems to be
perking right along. She is a voracious reader and goes
through a stack of books in nothing flat. The second-
oldest of Arthur and May Davenport’s daughters, she
is a spunky 86 now though she keeps trying to
convince me she’s 81!

Annie (to me that’s her name and always will be!) is
one of my staunchest supporters on turning out
newsletters … Thanks for your nice donation to the
newsletter fund.

These next three families are Ann and Clifford
Huddleston’s children so I won’t repeat this
information with each one.

Don Huddleston and wife Donna were thrilled with
the arrival of their first grandchild. Tristan Joseph was
born February 13, 2006 to Don’s daughter, Elizabeth,
and her husband, Bradley Hargrove. They live in Tulsa.

When I asked for an update on their family, Don
was out of town, so Donna graciously e-mailed their
information. Thanks, Donna.

Don spends much of his free time playing the
trumpet and working on the computer. He is pretty
salty on the trumpet! Both Don and Donna play the
piano, keyboard, and  enjoy singing. Donna has been
a member of The Singing Church Women of Oklahoma
for eighteen years, since its inception. She is President
of the Board of Heart and Hand Ministries. They help
homeless women with children by providing homes
for up to nine ladies and their children while they work
through their problems and get on their feet.

Donna says she really enjoys all of Don’s family,
“ya’ll are very close and have lots of get-togethers,
I’ve enjoyed them all. It’s hard to believe I have been

in the family nearly eight years.
Thank you for welcoming

me with open arms.”
Suzanne (Huddleston)
Waters sent photos with
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Dean and Suzanne Waters, Becky and Joe
Marchino. Photo was taken in April during the

ceremony for Joe’s retirement from the Air Force.
Photo courtesy of Suzanne Waters.

Wakita (Davenport) Conkling, the oldest of the five,
recently had part of her lung removed when she was
diagnosed with lung cancer. She is convalescing in
her California home and undergoing rehabilitation too.

Mercedes (Davenport) Allen who just celebrated her
89th birthday this past week, has had numerous eye
problems culminating in eye surgery several months
ago. She too is at home now.

Kermit Davenport says he’s about to get over some
pneumonia-like crud that hit him earlier this year and
just won't go away! He sounds better, but says he’s
still not completely bounced back from it.

Gail (Davenport) Adams was hospitalized a month
or so ago for 38 days, half spent in ICU. When she
recently had to switch the reject medicines stemming
from her kidney transplant nearly two years ago, she
suffered a third light stroke, plus an array of other
problems. She’s doing much better now and is home,
where daughter, Teresa, is staying with her.

I’m not sure how many of you know Bruno Carillo,
Little Mary’s husband. He’s suffered a heart attack
last month and after a week in the hospital is now
home and doing better. Many of you have met Mary
and Bruno’s son, David, who frequently chauffeurs
the others to our family functions.

Bessie Bales from Texas is another relative I met while researching our family history. She is married
to Wilbur L. Bales, the grandson of Margaret Julina Upchurch and Franklin Vandever Bales; and son
of William Edward Bales and Reatha Evelyn Barnett. Where this ties into our family is that Margaret
'Maggie' Julina Upchurch was a sister to our Grandmother Mary May Upchurch Davenport.

Bessie said she and hubby will try to make our 2007 family reunion… We look forward to meeting
you and do hope you’ll come!

experiencing some health problems the past several months. I had a nice phone chat with Kermit to catch
up on what’s going on with their family. Martin Luther Davenport (Uncle Lute) was a brother to our
Grandfather Arthur Monroe Davenport. Luther and Mary had five children. Little Mary died quite young
back in the early 1980s, and these are the other four:

shopping malls, while Joe finds plenty of
time to experience the multiple golf courses!
“As we adjust to retirement … if there is
such a thing, I’m sure we will find plenty to
keep us busy.”

Their daughter, Jennifer, is in Annandale,
Virginia, employed with Northrop-
Grumman. She stays busy with work, her
church, various craft projects and has a
wonderful young man in her life, Joseph.

Son, Tony once again resides in Spokane,
Washington, after a brief time in Moscow,
Idaho. He works for American General
Financial Services and was transferred to a
branch in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. He is able to live in
Spokane and be nearer to his friends and more
importantly, to his girl friend, Becca.

Uncle Lute and Aunt Mar y’s Clan have been
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Mom, Nenavey (Warr en) Davenport is nearly 90 years old and still drives herself to appointments and runs
her own errands. She was in the hospital earlier this year getting her pacemaker replaced. It slowed her down
for a bit, but she’s up and on the go once again. She is the widow of Carl Oliver Davenport who was the second
oldest child of May and Arthur Davenport.

As for me, retirement is just plain great! I’m busier now than when I
worked! The difference is I now do what I want to do… and I love it!
I finished Davenports and Upchurches – The Roads Converge last
December (I still have a few books left). My book about mom’s family
will be ready soon. I love traipsing through old cemeteries hunting
family headstones, and searching through old courthouse records.  If
you love a mystery, then you’ll love genealogy — it’s just flat fun!

My kiddoes are all scattered — Stan in Virginia, Sharon in Honolulu,
and Stephen in the Dallas area. Boy, one’s about as far east as you can
go, and one as far west!Poolside are Stan’s three children, my grand-

children, Garrett 9, Ashley 11, and Emily 9.

Landon George Davenport

If you’ve enjoyed reading about various family members, remember they too would love to know what’s
going on with you. So please put me on your Christmas-card list, and include a family update for our next
publication. But don’t wait ... any time you have news, call, e-mail, or write a note and send any clippings.

Take care and enjoy the upcoming Fall Season and Holidays.

Stan Cox managed a 10-day visit in July, while Lisa
took the little ones to visit her parents in Oregon. Stan
and family live in Virginia, just outside Washington,
D.C. I usually go to their house during the Christmas
holidays, and I do look forward to that.

Ashley goes into middle school this year, and the
twins, Garrett and Emily, enter fourth grade. They are
quite an active threesome and a trip to visit is full of
adventure.

Sharon (Cox) Johnson came in April and was here
a whole month. She’s quite adept with a paintbrush
and my house is now fresh and clean! She had back
surgery over a year ago, and still has some problems
from her injury. She loves Hawaii and looks like that’s
where she’ll stay.

Stephen Cox is now in Dallas. He enjoys working
with computers and is a whiz at troubleshooting. His
daughter, Jeniffer, 20, also lives in the Dallas area.

Charles Davenport is retired though he continues
working some for the fellow who bought his paint
and glass business. He and Betty are rebuilding a place
and hope to move in soon. New address for them will
be 4 Overland Drive, Ardmore, Oklahoma 73401.

George Davenport and wife Judy recently flipped a
house (flipped: bought it, rebuilt and modernized it,
sold it). They’ll move in late October to a temporary
place while they start building a new home on their
acreage east of Ardmore. This new house will be quite
a challenge as it’s on a rocky hill and currently there
are no utilities. Sounds fun!

They thoroughly enjoy grandson Landon. He’s an
active little feller and keeps them on their toes! As
the saying goes, he’s the apple of their eye!

George and Judy's son, George Davenport II , and
wife Kim recently moved into a new house on their
acreage south of town. George loves hunting and
fishing when not working at the huge
new Best Buy warehouse. Four-
year-old Landon is one busy little
guy. He recently started pre-
Kindergarten.

Don’t you love those dazzling
eyes! I seem to remember a
similar glint in the eye of his
granddad at about that age.
You know, my seven-year-old
brother who went crawdad fishing when he was
supposed to be ready as ringbearer at my wedding.


